Actinic cheilitis granulomatosa.
A granulomatous lesion of the lips caused by UVB-photosensitivity is described. A 31-year-old Japanese man developed depigmented, swollen, erythematous lips with some erosions and bloody crusts which were present for 11 months. Histologic examination revealed a dense dermal infiltration composed mainly of lymphoid-histiocytic cells. Suprabasal clefts were associated with the invasion of lymphoid cells around them. Results of patch and photopatch testing were negative. The minimal erythema dose 24 h after irradiation was lower than normal, ranging from 295 to 330 nm. The lesion was reproduced by repeated irradiation with monochromatic light of 310 and 320 nm, but not by exposure to 250, 260, 270, 280, 290, 300, or 330 nm. Topical injection of glucocorticoids and application of sunscreen led to improvement. We propose the name "actinic cheilitis granulomatosa" for this case.